Abstract: This study shows that between 1900 and 1960, a partial view of the port and the workforce in the north of Middle Congo.
Introduction
The Northern Middle Congo which is devoted this study conventionally begins north of Brazzaville. This is a North that ignores the geographical equator, which includes the regions of trays, of the bowl, Sangha and Likouala, mainly dominated by grassland and countless courses water in the northernmost part. This study attempts to show how the porting and labor were a strength and a working medium during the first half of the twentieth century. Workers under contract have had mixed fortunes in terms of their remuneration. The consequences were as dramatic reading multiple stories and written materials often remained secret.
-Historical facts
The development of North-Congo really begins with the concessionary companies which from March 28, 1899, obtain concessions to French Congo. The development of a territory involves not only capital but also in equipment and manpower, Away from the metropolis, the colonial administration used the indigenous. About that:
The limited resources of the companies demanded that production and delivery should be ensured by Africans (1) It is in these conditions that the porting took precedence over all colonial activities especially between 1880 and 1950 in the North of the Middle Congo. The establishment of the slopes, the erection of bridges, construction of buildings require labor-intensive and often underpaid.
2-Porting
It concerns all actors of colonization beginning with administrators. The penetration of the North Middle Congo necessitated genuine fieldworkers from 1900. Next colonial literature this is the period of pacification within the areas hitherto remained vacant. So the administration based on targets set earlier organized in often difficult conditions porting to very dangerous slopes North -Congo. 
In fact, dealers are accommodated fairly well this deletion that left them free to do as they please, or nearly so (3)
In the factories and on construction sites, dealers were often intractable and holders used the same methods: transportation on their backs or on their heads, traveling by canoe, use of tipoyes tireless running. The Congolese carrier remained in the center of the colonial economy one machine to do everything which constitutes both a strength and a working medium.
3-Porting Nature
In this no man's land porting first concerned the men that is to say the explorers and administrators and their luggage that had to be transported on men's backs and tipoye on very painful stretches through the course water. Finally, in third place came the trafficking and plantation products such as rubber, ivory, kola nuts, copal, sisal, coffee, oil palm and cassava for feeding yards.
4-Frequency and Compensation
There was no legislation. The port was left to the discretion of the White Master and auxiliaries. If in southern Congo, porting was momentarily slowed with the opening of the railway Matadi-Kinshasa in 1898, French Congo in 1900, the Education Committee and the interests of dealer's defenses, meeting in Brazzaville on 10mai listened Henri Tréchot demand the reopening of the portage trail.
On 13 May 1900 his appeal was heard. In northern Congo porting was organized throughout the year both in wet weather during the dry period. The Congolese remained in the transportation center near the river axis. He could not have respite with nightfall. The holidays do not exist except the commander or the dealer. To go from one point to another remote 50 km holders put such a day and a half walk. The charge for each individual 30et was around 50 kg. We noted many desertions and porting current revolts despite increased surveillance of guards.
If in 1934 the South Congo and crossed the railroad freed porting, inside North Middle Congo, it reached the same time its peak despite the intervention of CFHBC at certain points refueled by its boats. The remuneration of these often unfortunate carriers was the more precarious and less assured: a handful of salt, old rags that's the least that can be said to hear the survivors of this episode how painful. To this arsenal were added according to the whims of the colonizer few nest eggs while in the South Congo porting seemed well regulated: 
Those who leave and stop at Loango Loudima receive three bottles of rum, the first commitment is given, the second and the third from the back of which 14 cortades 4constituent ration immediately granted and 10 other savings paid late contract (6)
The booklet carrier did not exist in the North Congo for accounting However the commander, the missionary and the dealer kept accounting books and records, a kind of notebook carefully kept and to which access was often difficult. By this behavior the colonizer lost in the bush beyond the control of the central administrator; this was only by way of prevention as the Inspector Administrator, installed mostly in large centers did not bother to organize tours in the bush.
5-Workforce in the North
In the 1900s, during which the public funds were sorely lacking, we had to organize the Congo in the light of an absolute principle: the colony must be sufficient in itself. This imperative miss in 1905 to cost his job Emile Gentil. Northern Middle Congo did not escape this basic principle regarding labor in different sectors. In the implementation of the slopes, the administration creates a menders body responsible for the maintenance of road sections, construction of bridges to allow the movement of agents and business of state and transport goods. Indeed until 1905, there was no AEF 20 km of roads.
Campaign plans were programmed annually by the administration which required a large workforce composed mainly of male strength. In the Congo Basin where bridge construction required more human effort, costs were often seen on the rise; day of operation was $ 0.80 to 1franc and the daily cost of the work estimated at over 30francs regarding all workers and very often they were content with a simple diet, the savings being postponed or end of the work. The second sector which absorbed a large workforce was that of building. Lack of trained masons, administration and missionaries appealed to the local workforce, consisting essentially of bricklayers and masons apprentice administrator or missionary remained chief engineer. It is in these precarious conditions that the first public buildings sprang up across the North Middle Congo between 1910 et1930.
The true professional masons' body was formed after 1940. Workers' wages were gradually improved and many masons were finally engaged in the public service since 1950. With concessionary companies, the housing sector and construction experienced a notorious development. It was first build factories perishable materials then durable materials when resources permit. This sector is by far one of the most important of all settlement activity. It gradually transformed the space, small villages, the Northern Middle Congo saw the appearance of very large urban areas such as the capitals of regions and districts. The large colonial plantations also occupied a place in the activity of dealers. It was for the Congolese basin of the crop of oil palm with CFHBC which had the monopoly for that she benefited from the support of public administration. The mode of colonial production that is rooted at this level anyway alienated the work of women in favor of men and foreign operators. In any event, in the north of the Middle Congo, the plantation economy was long the initiative of the natives themselves except in public works.
Often the native North did not know the difference between the administrator, missionary and the dealer. For him, the orders came from the new master Blanc. How many people were they employed by the White entre1900 and 1960s in northern Middle Congo? Impossible to know the current state of research.
In any event, in the north of the Middle Congo, the plantation economy was long the initiative of the natives themselves except in public works. Often the native North did not know the difference between the administrator, missionary and the dealer.
For him, the orders came from the new master Blanc. How many people were they employed by the White entre1900 and 1960s in northern Middle Congo? Impossible to know the current state of research. Most indigenous workers-It will be recalled that only stood under various contracts and The consequences were up to the tasks required to indigenous, they are demographic, first; Indigenous subject to port and various recruitments made vacuum around them where the abandonment of entire villages. Many carriers and in various contract workers were killed on the slopes and on construction sites, death due to disease and accidents. The coercive porting the first half of the twentieth century worked only on the basis of human energy.
Evolution and Consequences
Thus in 1900, the populations of North Congo incorporated by force into the colonial economy with the imposition of personal taxes could not really focus on the village economy. Famine settled in parts subjected to colonial abuses and exaggerations, before this is accomplished, the native Congolese could not react with energy.
